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MISSION STATEMENT 
It is the Mission of the Public Schools of Southborough to maximize academic 
achievement, social responsibility and lifelong learning by attending to the intellectual and 
developmental needs of individual students in supportive classroom environments. 

PHILOSOPHY 
The Mary Finn School curriculum emphasizes the development of the whole child. 
Classroom programs are designed to foster academic, physical, social and emotional 
development. It is acknowledged that all children are functioning at different levels and 
have differing needs and interests. The Mary Finn Staff strives to provide a program that 
challenges all children. 

Teachers seek to cultivate strengths and incorporate varied learning styles. Teachers aim 
to develop students' critical and creative thinking skills via curriculum, which is based on 
inquiry, problem solving, discovery and application of skills and concepts. Instruction is 
through thematic and interdisciplinary units of study that help students to make 
connections within and across disciplines. 

 
 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
This is the time for children to take a giant step away from their parents and enter a 
world where they are one of many rather than one of few. Kindergarten children are 
naturally a curious, friendly, open and honest group. They can be expected to do the 
following: interact with their peers, speak to peers and teachers in full sentences, sit in a 
group and take turns, sustain play for five to ten minutes, develop empathy for others, 
express choices and follow the rules and routines of the class.  

Emotional well-being forms early in a child’s life and is fostered at home by a nurturing 
family and a stimulating environment. Children of kindergarten age should be able to do the 
following: separate easily from their parents within a week or so, be happy at school, form 
a friendship, accept being corrected and transition from task to task and from one adult 
to another.  Maximum social growth is encouraged by safe and inviting classroom 
environments.  

  



HANDWRITING 
Fine motor development is critical for children to become writers and readers. Something 
as simple as using small manipulatives in the early stages of development can foster 
positive fine motor skill acquisition. Our program has been developed in conjunction with 
our occupational therapy staff to ensure sequential and sufficient practice of skills. The 
Handwriting Without Tears program is used to support our teaching by encouraging 
children to form letters correctly including proper directionality such as starting letters 
and numerals at the top. 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
Literacy is achieved through a carefully and deliberately planned balance of experiences. 
Reading, writing, listening and speaking develop together as children gain experience with 
language and literature. Our program provides an extension of developing skills by 
immersing student in a language and print-rich environment. Concepts include:  

• Awareness of print 
• Recognizing and writing upper and lower case letters 
• Letter sound relationships 
• Writing process and writing skills 
• Listening and speaking skills 
• Vocabulary 
• Segmenting and blending words to read 
• Rhyming 
• Retelling of stories 
• Reading sight words 
• Comprehension skills 
• Identifying initial, medial and finals sounds in words 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
The social studies curriculum aims to provide a variety of learning experiences to help 
students acquire a healthy and strong image of self. Using the open circle curriculum, our 



focus follows a natural outward progression from the self, to the family, the school, and 
ultimately, the community at large.  

The teacher is engaged with the socialization of the child within the school environment 
and helps foster emerging awareness of the child’s role in the school community and within 
the neighborhood. Topics include:  

• Civic responsibilities 
• Social relationships 
• Patriotism 
• Safe environments for working and learning 
• Character traits 
• Choices that affect us and others 
• Community helpers 
• Map skills 
• Cultures 
• Customs and traditions 
• Important historical figures 

 

MATHEMATICS 
The mathematics program at the Mary Finn School strives to engage all children in 
activities related to problem solving, communication, reasoning and making connections 
among math concepts in real-world experiences. Concepts include:  

• Knowing number name and count sequence 
• Recognizing and writing numerals 
• Understanding addition and subtraction 
• Sorting 
• Exploring calendar concepts 
• Using mathematical vocabulary 
• Classifying & comparing objects 
• Identifying and describing shapes 
• Working with numbers 11-19 to gain foundation in place value 



SCIENCE 
Children are curious and eager to make sense of what they observe. From the time they 
are old enough to explore and manipulate the objects around them, they are young 
engineers: taking things apart, putting them together, and trying to figure out how things 
work. All learners ask questions and strive to put their ideas into words, drawings, and 
actions. A child’s inclination to ask questions along with their existing ideas about the 
natural world are the starting points for learning. Science topics covered include:  

• Sun & Energy 
• Life cycles 
• States of matter 
• Force and motion 
• Seasons 
• Weather 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
The purpose of the Building Based Support Team (BBST) is to assist all children in 
maximizing their learning potential.  This team includes the Principal, Classroom Teacher, 
School Nurse, Resource Teachers, School Psychologist/Counselor, Reading Specialist, 
Inclusion Specialist, Speech and Language Therapist, Behavioral Specialist, English 
Language Development Teacher, Instructional Aides and Tutors. The needs of some 
children at the Finn School are specified in Individual Education Plans (IEP’s), outlined in 
Chapter 776 as part of IDEA 97, or in a 504 Plan, outlined in The Rehabilitation Act of 
1973.  Some students, other than those on an IEP or 504, benefit from remedial services 
to further develop their learning.  Whenever possible, education goals are met in general 
education classrooms.  In these environments, members of the BBST work with both 
general and special education students.  The ultimate goal of the team is to give each child 
the confidence and competence to function successfully in the general classroom. 

 


